Meetings  by unknown
International Society of Nephrology
Any elected member of a national society of ne-
phrology is eligible for membership in the International
Society of Nephrology and receipt of the Society's
official Journal, Kidney International. A subscription
to Kidney International (including all Supplements)
for calendar year 1976 is included in the annual 1976
dues of US $48.00. Potential new members can secure
application forms for membership by writing directly
to Dr. Neal S. Bricker, Treasurer, International
Society of Nephrology, Department of Medicine,
University of Miami School of Medicine, Box 875
Biscayne Annex, Miami, Florida 33152, U.S.A. The
completed application form should be returned to
Dr. Bricker along with a check or money order for
the first year's (1976) annual dues of US $48.00
(checks should be made payable to the International
Society of Nephrology; checks from outside the
U.S.A. can be paid through any New York or Miami
bank).
VII International Congress of Nephrology
The VII International Congress of Nephrology will
be held June 18—23, 1978 in Montreal, Canada. Pre-
liminary plans call for an Opening Ceremony on
Sunday afternoon, June 18th; the first plenary session
on Monday morning, June 19th; 624 free communi-
cations; 12—15 large symposia; 12 workshops; and the
last plenary session on the morning of June 23rd. The
Organizing Committee includes Guy Lemieux (Presi-
dent), John Dirks (Vice President), Jean Guy Mon-
geau (Treasurer) and Michel Bergeron (Secretary-
General).
European Dialysis and Transplant Association
Membership in the European Dialysis and Trans-
plant Association (EDTA) is open to qualified work-
ers in fields that are of interest to the Association
(hemodialysis, peritoneal dialysis, renal trans-
plantation and the broad field of nephrology includ-
ing clinical nephrology, renal physiology, renal pa-
thology, etc). Full membership is limited to scientists
who reside in Europe and adjacent countries; asso-
ciate membership is available to scientists from other
countries. Candidates for full or associate member-
ship must be proposed by two full or associate mem-
bers on a form provided by the Secretary-Treasurer.
This proposal, accompanied by a letter of recommen-
dation from one of the proposers, should be sent to
the Secretary-Treasurer for consideration by the
Council. All members are entitled to I) receive infor-
mation about the annual Congress and all General
Assemblies of the Association, 2) participate in the
annual Congress and 3) receive an annual copy of the
Proceedings of the EDTA. For further information:
write Dr. Vittorio E. Andreucci, Secretary-Treasurer,
Division di Nefrologia, Seconda Facolta Di Medi-
cina Universita, Via S. Pansini, 89131 Napoli, Italy.
The Proceedings of the XI Congress of the European
Dialysis and Transplant Association (ED TA) is avail-
able from Pitman Medical, 42 Camden Road, Tun-
bridge Wells, Kent TNt 2QD, England (Price:
£13.50). In the United States, it can be ordered from
Dr. George E. Schreiner, Editor, Transactions of the
ASAIO, Georgetown University Medical Center,
Washington, D.C. 20007, U.S.A. (Price: US $30.00).
Volume XI contains the latest statistical report of the
EDTA Registry for dialysis and transplantation, spe-
cial editorials on glomerular haemodynamics and au-
toregulation (V. Andreucci) and clinicopathological
classification of glomerulonephritis (R. Habib), a
panel discussion on dialysis and 57 original papers on
dialysis (26), transplantation (14) and general ne-
phrology (17).
Meetings
A Colloquium on Nephrology will be held in Bang-
kok, Thailand on November 3—6, 1976. For further
information write: Dr. Visith Sitprija, Secretary of
the Colloquium, Chulalongkorn Hospital Medical
School, Bangkok, Thailand.
The Third Workshop on Vitamin D will be held at
the Asilomar Conference Ground, Pacific Grove
(Monterey Peninsula), California, U.S.A. on January
9—13, 1977. Free communications and/or poster ses-
sions may be submitted to be considered for presenta-
tion. The registration fee will be US $40.00 prior to
September 1, 1976, and US $60.00 thereafter, For
further information write to Dr. Anthony W. Nor-
man, Third Workshop on Vitamin D, Department of
Biochemistry, University of California, Riverside,
California 92502, U.S.A.




The VIIth Annual Conference of the Indian Society
of Nephrology will be held at the Medical College,
Calcutta on January 2 1—24, 1977. The program will
include free presentations and a symposium on
"Renal involvement in systemic disease." Free com-
munications must be submitted by October 15, 1976.
For further information write Dr. K.S. Chugh, Gen-
eral Secretary, Indian Society of Nephrology, Divi-
sion of Nephrology, P.G.I., Chandigarh, India.
The next annual meeting of the American Society
of Nephrology will be held at the Sheraton Park Ho-
tel, Washington, D.C. on November 22—23, 1976.
The annual meeting of the Gesellschaftfir Nephro-
logie (the association of nephrologists from Austria,
Switzerland and Germany) will take place in Munich,
Germany on October 14—16, 1976. The main topics to
be considered include intrarenal hormones (prosta-
glandins, renin, kinins, etc.) and renal immunology.
For further information one should contact Dr.
Jochen Eigler, Department of Medicine II, Univer-
sity Hospital, Ziemssenstrasse 1, 8000 Munich, West
Germany.
Austrian Society of Nephrology
The application of the Austrian Society of Ne-
phrology for membership in the ISN has recently been
approved by the Executive Committee, contingent
upon final ratification at the next meeting of the
General Assembly in Montreal in June, 1978. Offi-
cers of the Austrian Society include P. Dittrich (Presi-
dent), B. Watschinger (Vice President), P. Breitenfell-
ner (Secretary) and E. Zimmerman (Treasurer).
Summary of the Minutes of the Meeting of the General
Assembly of the International Society of Nephrology, Florence,
Italy, June 12, 1976.
The meeting commenced with the President's Re-
port:
Prof. Kincaid-Smith noted that this was the 15th
year since the Society was founded and that Congress
attendance had increased from a few hundred to over
four thousand.
She thanked Prof. Fiaschi, Congress President, and
Prof. Bonomini and their Committee for the success
of the Florence meeting. She thanked the Executive
Committee for their help in a period during which
problems and disagreements had arisen over the Con-
stitution and membership in the Society, and she
particularly thanked the Secretary-General, Treas-
urer and Editor of Kidney International for their ef-
forts on behalf of the Society between 1972—75.
She announced that Prof. Villarreal had decided to
relinquish the position of Secretary-General which he
had held since 1969, and paid tribute to his efforts
with minimal financial assistance from the Society.
She pointed out that voting for membership on
the Executive Committee was being carried out by
ballot for the first time in 1975, and reminded mem-
bers that, in accordance with the Constitution, the
Nominating Committee had suggested two names for
each vacancy. She had had to decide at short notice
as the President, that only one name, that of Prof.
Bricker, would appear on the ballot for the position
of Treasurer. This was done because there was doubt
about the membership status of other individuals
nominated as Treasurer, and because members of the
Executive Committee must be members of the
Society.
She referred to the receipt of letters regarding the
question of combining the membership fee of the
International Society and the subscription to Kidney
International. A postal ballot by members of the
Society had voted to separate the fee and subscription
to Kidney International. However, the Executive
Committee had considered this matter in detail and
decided to postpone a decision until the new Consti-
tution was drafted. She noted that, in addition to
attending meetings for a reduced registration fee,
members obtained Kidney International for a reduced
price. She drew attention to the International Di-
rectory of Nephrologists, a gift to the Society from
Springer-Verlag, the publishers of Kidney Inter-
national. Requests were sent on three occasions to
Presidents of all National Societies for names and
addresses of all of their members, but to meet the
publishers deadline and have copies available at the
Florence meeting, a few National Society lists had
arrived too late for inclusion. She announced that the
venue for the 1978 meeting was Montreal. For 1981
no decision had yet been made and she handed this
matter over to the incoming President, Professor
Alwall. She announced that a Sub-Committee was
currently considering amendments to the present
Constitution and individual members or Inter-
national Societies were asked to send any suggested
alterations to the incoming Secretary-General.
Treasurer's Report: Dr. Bricker was absent but a
written report was available and slides were shown to
illustrate major points. The amount of the current
account was noted to be approximately $32,000.
Editor's Report: Prof. Robinson presented his re-
port, first thanking his Assistant Editors, Drs. Tisher
and Amiel for their support. The total circulation had
risen to 3,455 at the end of 1974. Of these 2081 (60%)
copies were being distributed to North America, 870
(24%) to Europe and 310 (9%) to other countries. On
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May 10th, 1975, the circulation was 3,555 of which
2,145 were member subscribers. During 1974, 400
manuscripts were processed, thus leading to a de-
creased acceptance rate which had fallen further to
29% in 1975. This low acceptance rate and improve-
ment in quality of manuscripts made it important to
increase editorial pages. The content of the Journal
was approximately 65 full length unsolicited manu-
scripts each year. Six supplements had been sched-
uled for production and in the future it was planned
to distribute all as a part of the regular subscription
price. Accepted manuscripts represented roughly the
numbers submitted from various parts of the world
and similarly the published content reflected that sub-
mitted in the different areas of nephrology. Seventy-
five per cent of material submitted carried a strong
physiological bias in 1972, but only 54% of that pub-
lished in 1974 was physiological. A better balance
was still a prime objective of the editorial office. Prof.
Robinson thanked over 400 referees for their gener-
ous help. He warned that the price of the Journal
would need to rise. Prof. Kincaid-Smith thanked
Prof. Robinson for his detailed report and con-
gratulated him and his assistant editors for the prog-
ress of the Journal.
General Discussion: Prof. Andriole supported the
view that members should get the benefit of the lower
subscription price and lower registration fee for Con-
gresses. He complained that his name was not in the
International Directory. He suggested that in chang-
ing the Constitution a more democratic approach
should be considered. He discussed the arrangements
for the vote by ballot and noted that the time of the
General Assembly had not been included in the pro-
gram. He stated that there were no Minutes from the
last General Assembly and no agenda.
Prof. Kincaid-Smith pointed out that from its out-
set the Society had been plagued with such problems.
The Constitution contains ambiguous clauses. Some
members of National Societies thought that they
thereby belonged to the International Society and the
Constitution could be interpreted that way. The Ex-
ecutive Committee had decided that only those per-
sons registered as paying dues to the International
Society should be entitled to vote until this constitu-
tional issue had been resolved. The reason for con-
ducting a ballot was that at the meeting in Mexico
anyone attending the meeting, whether a member or
not, could collect one or more voting sheets and vote
several times. At this congress, ballot sheets were
supplied only to members of the Society. It was felt
that the attendance was usually poor at the General
Assembly. The numbers at the general meeting in
Florence (approximately 150) represented a very
small proportiOn of the 2,000 members of the Society
and a vote by show of hands of the small numbers
attending general meetings could not reflect the vote
of all Society members attending the meeting. She
pointed out that the Constitution was being amended
and suggested that Prof. Andriole forward his views
to the new Secretary-General, Dr. John Moorhead.
Dr. Little congratulated the Executive Committee
for arranging symposia over the past three years, but
requested that they should be more widely publicized.
Prof. Kincaid-Smith agreed that this was desirable
and that all members should be informed.
Dr. Flinkman stated that the ballot voting system
was not foolproof and that his vote was rejected
because his name was not in the Directory. Prof.
Kincaid-Smith pointed out that the Directory was not
a Directory of the International Society members.
The people manning the ballot tables had lists of
members of the International Society in good stand-
ing,' supplied by the Treasury, complete up until 10th
May, 1976. It seemed that voting at this general meet-
ing could not be made foolproof, but at least it was
better than in previous years when there had been no
method of assessing membership status of those who
voted for the incoming Executive Committee. Hope-
fully the new Constitution would overcome these dif-
ficulties.
Prof. Kincaid-Smith concluded by handing over
the Presidency of the Society to Prof. Nils AIwall.
Prof. Alwall thanked Prof. Kincaid-Smith, the Secre-
tary-General and the Treasurer for their dedication in
the past three years. As the incoming President, he
looked forward to a promising three years and in-
vited everyone to the next Congress in Canada and
promised that the next General Assembly would be
arranged in the most democratic way.
